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We hope you are all enjoying
the new timetable. The
timetable has also helped us
adjust to our new staffing
structure without full-time
Teaching Assistants.

Social Media is increasingly
important to the school’s
public profile and we are
delighted to announce the
launch of a Facebook
site: facebook.com/hampton.
lucy.10

Governors
are
closely
monitoring the impact of this
change and if you have any
concerns, please do not
hesitate to get in touch. We
are also indebted to Lynn
Gordon, who has returned on
a voluntary basis.

We hope that Facebook will
raise the profile of our
school; promote our
achievements and our work
with the community; and
provide a source of
information for prospective
new families.

Dean Howes

welcome you becoming a
‘Friend’ and please also
like or share our stories
with your friends.
Please be aware that the
Facebook site is not
managed by the school
teaching staff or
administration team and is
not replacing the school
website.

For those of you that use
Facebook, we would

More on
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Full results from the KS2 SATs have now been
released to governors and the data was
reviewed at our October Performance &
Standards meeting. The results are consistent
with our own forecasts and demonstrate that
pupils make good progress through KS2. We
also have a healthy ratio of children who
exceeded expectations across the board in
reading, writing and maths (above the
Warwickshire average). Well done all!

Learning Improvement Plan (LIP)
Every year, governors and staff work together to identify a number of priorities to
continuously improve our children’s learning experience. The SATs results, coupled
with last year’s OFSTED report tell us that we need to continue our focus on writing.
Staff have begun to work with teachers from other local schools to look for shared
improvement and extra resources will be made available in all classrooms. There is
even a school letterbox to encourage children to write to each other!
We also need to ensure that boys make the same level of progress as girls, in all year
groups so we have reviewed topics to make sure they are equally engaging for both
boys and girls. There will also be an increased focus on fine motor skills for boys in
Reception and KS1.

Governors in school – focus on writing
Governors regularly visit the school and this half term, Sue Lampitt visited Class One
to see how the school prepares young muscles for the task of writing. She saw a scene
of application and energy! Her findings are summarised on Page 3.

Dean Howes
Dean Howes completes his four-year term as Foundation Governor and is sadly
leaving us. As an education professional, Dean has brought a different perspective to
our work while championing the school’s ethos. Thank you Dean and good luck with
your next ventures. The school now has two vacant Governor positions, so if you
would like to get involved, we would love to hear from you.
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The purpose of my visit was to learn more about the way the building blocks of
writing are laid.
To begin with, I watched one small group hammering “nails” into a huge
pumpkin and learnt that this was to strengthen muscles in a world where
pushing, pulling and lifting are not as much in evidence in the lives of small
children as they used to be; pummeling and squeezing of play-doh helps in a
similar way.
Elsewhere, children used a large, blue, circular sand tray for mark making and to
try and write their names. This was constantly in use! Another group was making
letters with a pencil, learning to hold it correctly between thumb and forefinger
and keeping their other three fingers in the right place by folding them round a
jelly baby.
We are also using technology, of course: iPads have apps that bring the alphabet
on to screen and encourage children to follow the outline of the letter on the
screen with a finger. When the letter was successfully completed the laptop
traced the letter itself with a run of sparkles and when it reached the end of the
letter it exploded in a burst of stars – very appropriate for Bonfire season, but
engaging for the child at any time of the year. The crowning station was the
interactive whiteboard, children chose their letters and could make big,
sweeping circles to go clockwise or anti-clockwise, both directions need to be
competently executed to write properly.
It was almost time for Collective Worship and to finish the session, the children
were given a chance to come up to the board one at a time to demonstrate a
particular letter chosen for them by Mrs. Jackson. Competence varied, but
everyone wanted to try and all efforts were rewarded with an affirmation of
whatever success had been achieved.
Writing is right in the sights of Class One!
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